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1852. 


NOTIFICATION. 


The  General  Board  of  Health  hereby  give  notice,  in  terms  of 
section  9th  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  that  on  or  before  the  1st 
clay  of  August  next,  being  a  period  of  not  less  than  one  month 
from  the  date  of  the  publication  and  deposit  hereof,  written  state- 
ments may  be  forwarded  to  the  Board  with  respect  to  any  matter 
contained  in  or  omitted  from  the  accompanying  Keport  on  a 
preliminary  Inquiry  into  the  Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Supply 
of  Water,  and  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Parish  of  Ashton  Keynes,  in  the  County  of  "Wilts  ;  or  with 
respect  to  any  amendment  to  be  proposed  therein. 


Whitehall,  Ath  June  1852. 


By  order  of  the  Board, 

C.  Macahlat,  Secretary. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  (11  &  12  Vict.  cap.  63.) 


He-port  to  the  General  Board  of  Health  on  a  Preliminary 
Inquiry  into  the  Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Supply  of 
Water,  and  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Parish  o/ Ashton  Keynes,  in  the  County  of  Wilts. 
By  Thomas  Webster  Bammell,  Esq.,  Superintending 
Inspector. 

4,  Trafalgar  Square,  London, 

\Oth  November  1851. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

A  petition  duly  signed  by  more  than  one  tenth  of  the 
rated  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Ashton  Keynes,  in  the 
county  of  Wilts,  having  been  presented  to  your  Honourable 
Board,  praying  that  a  superintendent  inspector  might  be 
directed  to  visit  that  parish,  and  to  make  inquiry  and  exami- 
nation with  a  view  to  the  application  thereto  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1848,  your  Honourable  Board  was  pleased  to 
direct  me  to  proceed  to  the  parts,  and  to  make  a  preliminary 
inquiry  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and 
with  respect  to  the  following  matters  ;  viz. — 

The  sewerage,  drainage,  and  supply  of  water  ; 
The  state  of  the  burial-grounds  ; 

The  number  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  inhabitants  ; 

The  Local  Acts  of  Parliament  (if  any)  in  force  within  the 
town  for  paving,  lighting,  cleansing,  watching,  regu- 
lating, supplying  with  water,  or  improving  the  same, 
or  having  relation  to  the  purposes  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1848  ; 

The  natural  drainage  areas  ; 

The  existing  municipal,  parochial,  or  other  local  bounda- 
ries, and  the  boundaries  which  may  be  most  advan- 
tageously adopted  for  the  purposes  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1848  ; 

And  as  to  other  matters  with  respect  to  which  your 
Honourable  Board  was  desirous  of  being  informed. 

In  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  I  caused  the  proper 
notice  to  be  issued  of  my  intention  to  enter  upon  such  in- 
quiry at  the  school-room  in  the  Fore-street,  in  the  parish  of 
Ashton  Keynes,  on  the  21st  March  1849,  when  I  should  be 
prepared  to  hear  all  persons  desirous  of  being  heard  before 
me  upon  the  various  subjects  embraced  in  it. 
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Opening  of  Inquiry. — General  Description. 


On  proceeding  on  that  day  to  the  place  of  meeting,  I 
found  present  several  gentlemen,  farmers,  and  others  con- 
nected with  the  parish,  amongst  whom  were  the  Rev. 
Isaac  Penruddock,  Curate  of  the  parish  ;  Charles  Sidney 
Hawkins,  Esq.  ;  Mr.  Charles  Brooks,  Surgeon,  and  Medical 
Officer  of  the  District ;  Mr.  John  Gleed  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Bed- 
ford j  and  Mr.  William  Burnall,  Assistant  Overseer,  and 
Surveyor  of  Highways. 

The  publication  of  the  notice  required  by  the  Act  having 
been  duly  proved,  the  petition  read,  and  the  objects  of  the 
inquiry  explained  by  me,  I  stated  that  I  was  ready  to  hear 
evidence. 

Mr.  J ohn  Gleed  put  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hurloch,  an 
extensive  proprietor  in  the  parish,  expressing  his  regret  at 
being  unable  to  attend,  owing  to  business  which  called 
him  elsewhere,  but  declaring  Ins  general  concurrence  in  the 
propriety  of  instituting  this  inquiry.  * 

After  hearing  evidence,  I  made  a  personal  inspection  of 
the  village  and  the  surrounding  districts  ;  and  of  the  infor- 
mation thus  collected,  I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  to  your 
Honourable  Board  the  following  report : — 

General  Description. — Ashton  Keynes  is  a  small  rural 
parish  in  the  district  of  Cricklade,  in  the  cormty  of  Wilts, 
and  is  situated  4^-  miles  west  of  that  town,  and  about 
49  miles  west  of  Salisbury.  For  registration  and  parochial 
purposes  the  chapelry  of  the  Leigh  is  united  to  it.  The 
area  of  the  parish  of  Ashton  Keynes  is  2,683  acres,  that 
of  the  Leigh  1,137;  total,  3,820  acres. 

The  living  is  a  vicarage,  in  the  archdeaconry  of  WUts 
and  diocese  of  Salisbury,  and  rated  in  the  King's  Books  at 
161.    The  church  is  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Cross. 

Soil,  &c. — The  general  surface  of  this  district  is  flat.  It 
is  situated  not  far  from  the  original  sources  of  the  Thame, 
which  river  runs  through  the  village,  being  known  as  "  the 
Brook."  Its  waters  are  very  slightly  below  the  surface  level. 

The  soil  is  generally  gravelly,  covered  with  loam  in  some 
parts,  and  resting  upon  a  clay  formation.  The  clay  presents 
itself  near  the  surface  at  the  centre  of  the  parish.  The  loam 
is  found  chiefly  in  the  south-east  quarter  of  the  parish  ;  its 


*  In  this  communication  Mr.  Hurlocli  says:— "When  asked  to  sign  the 
requisition  to  the  Board  of  Health,  petitioning  them  to  send  a  Commissioner 
down,  I  at  first  refused,  hut  was  induced  to  do  so  upon  being  led  to  understand 
that  -we  should  not  he  obliged  to  proceed  further  in  this  matter  than  the  prelimi- 
nary inquiry,  and  that  the  Commissioner  might  throw  out  some  valuable 
suggestions  which  we  might  ourselves  carry  into  effect ;  and  I  believe  some 
others  signed  it  upon  the  same  understanding." 


Trade.— Area,  Houses,  Population. 
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depth  above  the  gravel  being  generally  about  a  foot  or  a 
foot  and  a  half 

Owing  to  the  flat  character  of  the  surface  and  the 
deficiency  of  natural  drainage  channels,  the  subsoil  waters 
rise  to  within  a  very  few  feet  of  the  surface.  It  is  custo 
rnarily  found  at  a  depth  of  two  or  three  feet ;  and  Mr.  J . 
Gleed,  a  gentleman  possessing  property  in  the  parish,  stated 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  below  five  feet 
without  meeting  with  water.  Many  portions  of  the  parish 
(amounting  to  about  one  fifth  of  it)  are  liable  to  be  flooded 
at  the  times  of  heavy  rains,  and  some  of  the  roads  are  some- 
times under  water.  In  many  parts,  however,  the  water 
finds  a  ready  egress  through  the  soil,  and  is  quickly  carried 
off ;  but  some  fields  lie  so  low  that  they  are  damp  the  whole 
of  the  winter. 

About  one  half  of  the  land  in  the  parish  is  arable  and 
one  half  grass  land.    The  average  rent  is  35  s. 

The  clay  of  the  subsoil  makes  very  good  bricks  and  tiles. 
There  is  a  tile-kiln  in  the  village,  and  the  market  price  of 
drain  tiles  is  from  15s.  to  21s.  a  thousand. 

A  very  small  portion  of  the  land  is  subsoil  drained ; 
Mr.  Bedford,  a  farmer  in  the  district,  says,  in  most  cases  such 
drainage  is  not  required. 

The  parish  from  its  situation  is  liable  to  floods.  Fogs 
also  prevail  more  than  in  most  other  similar  localities. 

Mr.  Gleed  states  that, — 

"The  prevailing  winds  are  from  the  south-west,  which  are 
generally  mild.  The  north-east  winds  are  sometimes  sharp  ;— 
the  winds  are  seldom  continuous  from  any  other  quarter  than 
these." 

Teade. — Besides  the  piu-suits  of  agriculture,  and  the 
business  of  brick  and  tile  making,  there  is  a  small  pottery 
for  coarse  brown  ware,  and  in  the  town  there  is  a  con- 
siderable trade  in  coarse  gloves,  particularly  those  known 
as  the  common  tan  gloves  and  hedger's  gloves.  The  pay 
for  making  these  is  generally  Id.  per  pair,  the  workwomen 
finding  needles  and  thread.  Good  hands  can  earn  7d.  a  day 
at  this  work. 

Area,  Houses,  Population,  &c. — The  area  of  the  parish, 
including  Leigh  Court,  is  3,820  acres. 

The  number  of  houses  and  of  population  in  the  years 
1831  and  1841  respectively,  were  as  follows  : — 

Houses.  Population. 


1831  -  -  256 
1841  -        -  281 


1831  -  -  1,102 
1841   -        -  1,331 
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Rateable  Value  of  Houses,  &c. — No  Local  Act 


The  population  of  Leigh  is  297,  included  in  the  above. 

With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  cottages  and  five  or 
six  farmhouses,  the  whole  of  the  population  is  within  the 
village. 

Rateable  Value.— Mr.  Burnall,  assistant  overseer  of  the 
highways  put  m  the  following  statement  of  the  rateable 
value  of  the  houses,  the  gross  rental,  &c. 
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232    in  the  whole  parish. 

The  gross  rental  of  the  parish,  including  land  and      £  s.  d. 

houses,  is          -          -        .          .        -  4,119  14  0 

The  rateable  value  of  same              -            -  3,947  4  0 

No  Local  Act.— There  is  no  local  act  in  force  within 
the  parish. 

Roads,  &c. — The  roads  are  under  the  management  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Highways.  Mr.  Burnall,  the  assistant 
overseer,  and  surveyor  of  highways,  states  their  total  length 
within  the  parish  to  be  about  13  miles.  The  average  of  the 
highway  rate  is  148/.,  being  at  the  rate  of  9d.  in  the  pound. 
Mr.  Burnall  receives  26/.  a  year  as  assistant  overseer.  He 
states  "  there  is  some  dissatisfaction  in  the  village  as  to  the 
system  pursued  in  the  repair  of  the  roads  ;  some  wish  it  to 
be  done  by  contract." 

Lighting. — There  is  no  provision  for  public  lighting  in 
the  village. 

Moetality.— From  the  Registrar  General's  Return,  it 
appears  that  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  six  years 


Births  and  Deaths.— Want  of  Drainage,  &c  9 

1838-44,  was  154 ;  being  an  average  of  22  per  annum,  or 
17  in  the  thousand. 


The  Return  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  the  Five  Tears  1844-48, 

is  as  follows  : — 


Years. 

The  total 
annual 

number 

of 
Births. 

The  total 
annual 

number 

of 
Deaths. 

The  annual 
number  of 

Deaths  from 
epidemic, 

endemic  and 
contagious 
Diseases. 

The  annual 
number  ot 

Deaths 
under  the 

age  of 
12  months. 

The  annual 
number  of 

Deaths 
under  the 

age  of 
5  years. 

1844 

41 

14 

1 

4 

5 

1845 

35 

23 

1 

6 

8 

1846 

34 

21 

2 

3 

6 

1847 

33 

23 

3 

8 

11 

1848 

37 

32 

11 

7 

7 

Totals  - 

180 

113 

18 

28 

37 

This  gives  an  average  of  23  deaths  per  annum ;  being  an 
increase  upon  the  average  of  the  previous  seven  years. 


Though  these  figures  do  not  show  a  high  rate  of  mor- 
tality when  compared  with  other  places  visited  by  Inspec- 
tors by  instruction  from  the  Board  of  Health,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  it  might  be  reduced  by  the  adoption 
of  a  very  few  simple  sanitary  arrangements,  including  some 
provisions  both  for  surface  and  refuse  drainage,  both  of  which 
are  now  wholly  wanting.  The  only  attempt  at  carrying 
off  either  surface  waters  or  refuse  matters  from  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  the  houses  is  by  means  of  open 
ditches,  which  are  found  in  all  directions,  and  which  are 
often  filled  with  stagnant  and  putrescent  liquid,  and  always 
loaded  with  decaying  matter  of  an  offensive  character, 
which  only  awaits  the  occurrence  of  wet  to  be  stirred  up 
into  increased  offensive  activity.  Sometimes  this  matter 
is  dug  out,  but  only  to  be  piled  up  on  the  sides  of  the 
ditches. 

"Want  of  Deainage  and  Peivy  Accommodation. — Upon 
this  subject  very  conclusive  concurrent  testimony  was  ad- 
duced before  me,  both  by  medical  and  non-professional 
witnesses. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Penruddoch,  the  curate  of  Ashton  Keynes 
and  the  Leigh,  states, — 


10    Want  of  proper  Drainage. — Open  stagnant  Ditches. 


"I  consider  the  drainage  to  be  very  defective.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  stagnant  water.  Most  of  the  privies  in  the  town  are 
placed  over  ditches,  which  are  completely  stagnant.  Many  of 
those  ditches  are  below  the  level  of  the  bottom  o  I  "the  Brook,  which 
is  a  stream  running  through  the  village.  A  great  number  of 
these  ditches  have  not  been  cleaned  out  for  years.  A  great 
number  of  the  houses  are  without  privies  at  all.  In  Fore-street 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  this  place,  there  arc  seven  without  any 
privies  at  all.  The  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  go  into  the  fields  to 
deposit  the  contents  of  their  chamber-pots  there.  I  have  been 
told  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  house  where  this-  inquiry  is  being 
held,  that  the  smell  in  summer  is  very  bad  from  this  cause.  You 
can  hardly  step  at  the  back  for  filth. 

"  The  drainage  of  my  own  privy  passes  into  a  ditch  which  com- 
municates with  the  Brook  I  before  mentioned.  That  ditch  was 
cleaned  out  last  summer,  and  also  the  summer  previous  ;  but  still 
it  is  always  in  a  most  filthy  and  offensive  state,  from  the  following 
cause  : — The  drainage  of  a  stable-yard,  where  there  are  usually 
half  a  dozen  animals,  of  a  manure  heap,  and  of  three  privies,  passes 
into  that  ditch.  In  time  of  floods  the  water  carries  the  whole  of 
these  nuisances  over  my  premises,  and  likewise  a  good  deal  of  it 
into  a  pond  from  which  my  cow  is  supplied  with  water.  She  will 
not  drink  the  water,  and  we  are  obliged  to  supply  her  with  buckets. 
There  has  been  much  fever  in  that  neighbourhood." 

Mr.  J ohn  Oleed  states, — 

"  It  is  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  of  the  highways  to  keep  these 
ditches  clean  ;  but  he  certainly  does  not  do  so.  Most  of  the  ditches 
are  in  an  extremely  offensive  state.  When  the  mud  is  thrown 
on  the  banks  it  smells  very  bad.  The  village  smells  very  bad 
after  a  flood,  and  when  the  water  is  let  off  Mi-.  Hurloch's  mead. 
The  wide  ditches  have  been  thrown  out  to  form  the  roads,  and 
they  were  formed  under  the  order  of  the  Enclosure  Commissioners. 
Many  of  the  present  ditches  are  about  10  feet  wide.  There  was 
formerly  a  great  deal  of  stagnant  water  in  the  parish,  but  by 
lowering  the  levels  of  the  drocks,  and  sinking  the  ditches,  this 
has,  in  a  great  measure,  been  got  rid  of." 

Mr.  Charles  S.  Hawkins,  a  resident  in  the  village, 
states, — 

"  I  have  one  water-closet  and  three  privies  to  my  house.  The 
water-closet  has  a  cesspool  to  it,  about  six  feet  deep.  It  was  not 
water-tight  in  the  first  instance,  but  now  it  is  in  a  very  good  state. 
It  affected  the  well-water  previously;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
some  of  the  fluid  now  escapes  into  the  gravel.  The  three  privies 
communicate,  by  means  of  a  drain,  with  the  open  ditch  opposite 
my  gate,  Avhich  is  generally  quite  stagnant.  The  stable  drain 
also  communicates  with  it.  I  have  been  obliged  to  have  the  drain 
opened,  certainly  once,  and  I  think  twice,  in  consequence  of  stop- 
pages. The  ditch  is  most  offensive,  more  particularly  in  the 
autumn.  But  this  is  the  case  with  all  the  ditches  in  the 
village;  they  smell  very  bad  indeed.     All  the  house  water 


Open  Drains,  inducing  Low  Fever.  H 

passes  into  them.  The  smell  was  so  bad  last  year  that  I  had  lime 
thrown  into  the  ditches  near  me  last  year.  . 

"  I  have  had  fever  in  my  house.  One  of  my  children  was  ill  in 
summer  with  an  inflammatory  attack ;  and  there  was  after- 
wards so  much  illness  in  the  village  that  I  sent  my  family  away. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  bad  state  of  the  drainage  had  much  effect 
in  producing  it." 

Awn  Gardner  stated, — 

"  I  live  in  that  part  of  the  village  called  the  Row.  I  complain 
of  an  open  drain  at  the  back  of  my  house,  which  receives  the  slops 
of  three  houses  above  mine,  and  takes  them  into  the  brook.  They 
throw  all  sorts  of  matter  into  it ;  it  is  very  bad  indeed,  I  do  assure 
you.  It  smells  very  bad  indeed ;  it  is  never  swept  out,  never 
below  me.  There  is  a  privy  stands  at  the  back,  and  not  half  a  yard 
from  me.  The  runnings  of  the  privy  come  through  my  wall  into 
the  house,  and  marked  the  paper.  Our  convenience  is  inside  the 
house,  and  drains  into  the  brook.  The  brook  now  smells  very  bad  : 
there  is  too  much  water  in  it.  I  have  a  well  in  the  garden.  I 
have  a  little  window  to  give  air,  but  I  cannot  open  it  on  account 
of  the  smell. 

"A  great  many  people  in  the  village  drink  the  water  trom  the 
brook ;  the  blacksmith's  wife  always  fills  her  kettle  from  it." 

Mr.  Charles  Brooks,  surgeon,  and  medical  officer  of  the 
district,  states, — 

"  There  is  not  much  illness  now  in  the  parish.  Fever  prevailed 
a  good  deal  during  the  last  year  ;— typhus  and  low  fever.  [It 
will  be  seen  by  the  return,  page  9,  that  there  were  eleven  deaths 
from  epidemic  diseases  in  1848  ;  being  nearly  1  per  cent,  ot  the 
population.]  I  had  not  had  a  case  of  typhus  for  three  years  pre- 
viously I  had  cases  of  low  fever  and  inflammatory  fever.  Measles 
have  prevailed  a  good  deal.  In  May  last  they  were  a  good  deal 
about  Since  some  of  the  ditches  have  been  cleaned  out  I  have 
had  less  illness  certainly.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  stagnant 
water  is  most  prejudicial  to  health.  The  ditches  were  cleaned  out 
in  September  last  ;  they  were  cleaned  out  and  the  mud  thrown  on 
the  side  ;  in  some  of  them  lime  was  thrown  I  consider  this 
place  naturally  a  healthy  one  on  the  whole.  I  have  no  doubt  if 
the  stagnant  ditches  were  removed  the  place  would  be  more  healthy 
than  it  is.  I  have  noticed  that  the  cases  of  fever  have  chiefly 
occurred  in  the  neighbourhood  of  these  dirty  stagnant  ditches  I 
have  had  more  cases  of  fever  in  Fore-street  and  Eentwood  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  town.  I  think  that  the  drainage  of  this 
part  is  the  worst,  but  it  is  all  very  bad.' 

Mr.  Burnall  stated  that  in  the  previous  year  when  the 
ditches  were  cleaned  out,  he  had  spent  on  behalf  of  the 
Commissioners  51.  or  61.  upon  them. 

Mr.  Gleed  states  that  cases  of  ague  are  now  rare  ;  but 
that  formerly  they  were  very  prevalent. 


12    Water. — Condition  of  the  Poor.— Burial  Grounds. 


Water — Most  of  the  houses  have  wells  ;  the  water  is 
spoken  of  as  being  generally  good,  though  of  hard  quality 
In  many  instances,  however,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  well  water  has  been  contaminated  by  permeations  of 
refuse  matters  through  the  soil. 

It  appears  that  the  water  of  the  brook,  which  receives  a 
great  portion  of  the  refuse  of  the  houses,  is  also  used  by  the 
poorer  inhabitants  for  cooking  and  drinking  purposes. 

Condition  of  the  Poor.— Mr.  Brodhs,  upon  the  general 
sanitary  condition  of  the  poor,  states, — 

"Many  of  the  poor,  whom  I  have  occasion  to  visit,  are  very 
badly  off;  it  is  the  worst  parish  in  this  respect  within  many 
miles.  Bread  and  vegetables  are  their  chief  food.  I  don't  sup- 
pose they  taste  animal  food  once  a  month.  I  attribute  much 
diarrhoea  to  want  of  better  living. 

"  Many  of  the  cottages  are  extremely  filthy  and  overcrowded  ; 
and  I  think  the  lower  class  of  people  as  a  set  are  dirty  in  their 

habits.    There  is  a  cottage  inhabited  by  a  man  named  T  , 

near  Fore-street.  There  is  only  one  sitting-room  and  one  bed- 
room, and  there  are  seven  inmates,  the  man,  his  wife,  and  five 
children.  I  have  attended  that  family  ;  they  are  always  ill  ;  they 
suffer  from  cold  and  inflammatory  action.  This  house  has  no 
privy  ;  the  place  is  consequently  in  a  beastly  condition." 

.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Penruddock  states, — 

"I  have  noticed  that  the  habitations  of  the  poor  are  generally 
very  filthy.  These  cottages  are  built  generally  of  stone ;  the 
floor  is  mostly  of  stone,  and  the  roof  of  tile  or  thatch.  They  pay 
generally  from  21.  to  3/.  a  year  rent.  The  average  is  about  50s. 
a  cottage." 

Burial  Grounds. — There  are  two  burial-grounds  in  the 
parish  ;  one  attached  to  the  parish  church,  and  the  other  to 
a  Dissenting  chapel  in  Fore-street.  Persons  dying  in  Leigh 
parish  are  buried  here,  and  a  portion  of  the  churchyard  is 
assigned  to  them. 

The  parish  churchyard,  including  the  site  of  the  church, 
contains  about  one  acre. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Penruddock  states, — 

"  There  is  plenty  of  room  in  the  Ashton  Keynes  portion,  but 
that  appropriated  to  Leigh  is  very  full.  The  graves  are  usually 
sunk  five  feet  deep,  but  water  would  not  be  found  at  ten  feet. 
The  yard  is  somewhat  above  the  level  of  the  plain." 

The  extent  of  the  ground  attached  to  the  chapel  is  about 
25  feet  square.  Mr.  Penruddock  says  he  has  only  known 
of  one  corpse  being  buried  here  since  he  had  been  in  the 
place,  a  period  of  two  years  and  a  half. 
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13 


SUMMARY  OF  CONCLUSIONS. 

It  appears,  1st.  That  Asliton  Keynes,  situated  in  Wilt- 
shire, not  far  from  the  town  of  Cricklade,  is  a  small  rural 
parish,  having  no  powers  under  any  Local  Acts  for  the 
undertaking  of  any  works  for  draining,  paving,  lighting,  or 
supplying  with  water. 

2d.  That  the  river  Thame,  which  rises  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, flows  through  it,  being  known  as  the  "  Brook/' 

3d.  That  by  reason  of  the  low  prevailing  level  and  the 
porous  nature  of  the  soil,  the  parish  is  generally  damp,  and 
subject  to  floods  in  wet  weather. 

4th.  That  from  the  nature  of  the  levels  last  referred  to, 
there  are  no  natural  facilities  for  carrying  off  the  house  and 
other  refuse  of  the  parish  ;  and  no  artificial  measures  have 
been  resorted  to  attain  that  object.  That  there  are  a 
number  of  open  ditches,  some  of  considerable  width,  in  all 
parts  of  the  village,  into  which  the  privy  and  house  refuse 
is  conveyed,  or  suffered  to  flow  ;  and  that  this  matter  mixing 
with  the  surface  waters,  which  always,  more  or  less,  flow 
into  the  same  ditches,  causes  them  to  be  constantly  filled 
with  stagnant  matter  of  a  most  offensive  character.  That 
although  these  receptacles  are  occasionally  cleaned  out,  the 
matter  is  not  removed  to  a  distance,  but  only  thrown  upon 
the  sides  of  the  ditches,  where  it  perpetuates  nuisances 
which  are  loudly  and  generally  complained  of. 

5th.  That  much  of  the  house  and  privy  refuse  is  thrown 
or  finds  its  way,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  into  the 
Thame,  the  "  Brook  "  already  referred  to. 

6th.  That  the  inhabitants  are  mostly  supplied  with  water 
bywells,  which  are  sunk  no  great  depth  in  a  gravelly  soil, 
where  water  is  come  to  at  from  two  to  half  a  dozen  feet 
from  the  surface.  That  this  water  is  of  hard  character,  and 
frequently  impregnated  with  impurities,  permeating  through 
the  soil  from  the  ditches  and  cesspits  in  the  neighbourhood. 
That  many  of  the  inhabitants,  notwithstanding  its  impuri- 
ties, make  use  of  the  water  of  the  Brook  for  drinking  and 
culinary  purposes. 

7th.  That  there  is  no  public  lighting. 
8th.  That  there  are  two  burial-grounds  in  Asliton  Keynes, 
the  larger  of  which,  that  belonging  to  the  parishes  nearly  full 
in  one  part,  which  is  that  appropriated  to  the  neighbouring 
chapelry  of  Leigh,  but  by  no  means  fully  occupied  as  to  the 
rest. 
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9th.  That  low  fever  generally  prevails,  degenerating 
occasionally  into  typhus  ;  and  that  in  unhealthy  seasons 
considerable  mortality  occurs  from  epidemic  and  endemic 
diseases.  The  number  of  the  deaths  from  such  causes 
in  the  year  1848,  was  11,  or  nearly  1  per  cent,  of  the 
population,  and  50  per  cent,  of  the  whole  average  mor- 
tality. That  these  diseases  are  clearly  attributabfe  to  the 
unhealthy  state  of  the  atmosphere  from  want  of  drainage 
both  as  regards  the  surface  waters  and  the  refuse  of  tie 
village. 

10th.  That  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  inhabitants 
would  be  promoted,  and  their  condition  improved  by— 

(a)  The  adoption  of  suitable  measures  for  surface  and 

subsoil  drainage. 

(b)  The  removal  of  the  refuse  drainage  of  the  village  to 

a  distance  from  the  habitations,  so  as  to  avoid  the 
continuance  of  the  open  ditches  so  much  complained 
of  in  their  present  condition. 

(c)  A  purer  water  supply,  whether  that  from  the  wells 

or  the  Brook,  would  probably  be  a  consequence  of 
the  measures  alluded  to  in  the  last  two  paragraphs 
being  efficiently  carried  out. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

It  appears  to  me,  after  the  best  consideration  I  have 
been  able  to  give  to  this  case,  that  it  is  not  one  in 
which  I  should  be  warranted  in  recommending  the  appli- 
cation of  the  whole  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  the  machinery  of  which  would,  I  apprehend,  be  too 
large  for  the  requirements  of  the  case  and  the  resources 
of  the  place.  It  will,  however,  of  course  remain  for  your 
Honourable  Board  to  determine  upon  this  point. 

At  the  same  time  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  for  the 
information  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ashton  Keynes,  that  they 
have  it  in  their  power,  under  the  50th  section  of  the  Act, 
to  do  much  towards  the  abatement  of  the  principal  evils, 
the  existence  of  which  was  proved  and  dwelt  upon  in  the 
course  of  the  inquiry  of  which  this  is  the  Report ;  the  pro- 
visions of  which  clause  may  be  put  into  operation  at  their 
own  instance  at  a  public  meeting  duly  convened.  It  may 
be  convenient  to  quote  the  clause  referred  to,  which  is  as 
follows : — 
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"  Clause  50.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  it  shall  appear  to  a  ma- 
jority of  not  less  than  three  fifths  of  the  rated  inhabitants  of  any 
parish  or  place  containing  less  than  two  thousand  inhabitants  on 
the  then  last  census,  in  which  this  Act  shall  not  have  been  applied 
by  order  in  Council  or  provisional  order  as  aforesaid,  assembled 
at  a  public  meeting  to  be  called  as  is  herein-after  provided,  that  it 
would  contribute  to  the  health  and  convenience  of  the  inhabi- 
tants that  any  pond,  pool,  open  ditch,  sewer,  drain,  or  place 
containing  or  used  for  the  collection  of  any  drainage,  filth,  water, 
matter,  or  thing  of  an  offensive  nature,  or  likely  to  be  prejudicial 
to  health,  should  be  drained,  cleansed,  covered,  or  filled  up,  or 
that  a  sewer  should  be  made  or  improved,  a  well  dug,  or  a  pump 
provided,  for  the  public  use  of  the  inhabitants,  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  such  parish  or  place  shall  procure  a  plan  and 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  executing  such  works,  or  any  of  them, 
and  shall  lay  the  same  before  another  public  meeting  of  such  rated 
inhabitants,  to  be  called  as  is  herein-after  provided ;  and  if  the  same 
shall  be  approved  and  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  the  rated  in- 
habitants assembled  at  such  last-mentioned  meeting,  such  church- 
wardens and  overseers  shall  cause  the  works  in  respect  of  which 
such  estimate  shall  have  been  made  and  sanctioned  as  aforesaid  to 
be  executed,  and  shall  pay  the  cost  thereof  out  of  the  poor  rates  of 
such  parish  or  place  :  provided  always,  that  notice  of  every  such 
meeting  shall  be  given  by  such  churchwardens  and  overseers  as  is 
by  this  Act  directed  to  be  given  by  superintending  inspectors, 
before  proceeding  upon  inquiries  previously  to  the  application  of 
this  Act,  and  every  such  notice  shall  also  contain  a  statement  of  the 
works  proposed  or  intended  to  be  submitted  for  consideration  and 
approval." 

It  will  be  for  the  inhabitants  of  Ashton  Keynes  to  con- 
sider and  determine  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  take 
advantage  of  the  powers  of  this  clause  to  fill  up  the  offensive 
ditches  so  much  complained  of,  and  to  devise  means  for 
laying  down  drains  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  matter 
now  collecting  in  them  elsewhere.  If  they  did  so,  such 
drains  woidd  probably  do  something  towards  keeping  down 
the  level  of  the  surface  waters,  and  thus  partially  cure  the 
dampness  of  the  soil.  It  must  not  be  disguised  from  them, 
however,  that  from  the  flat  character  of  the  whole  district, 
and  its  low  level  in  reference  to  the  Thame— the  only 
natural  drainage  channel — there  would  be  considerable 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  finding  a  good  point  of  outfall  for 
any  drain  that  might  be  constructed ;  and  it  would  there- 
fore be  perhaps  superfluous  to  recommend  that  no  steps  of 
this  nature  should  be  taken  without  previously  obtaining 
the  advice  (upon  a  broad  view  of  the  case)  of  some  com- 
petent authority  in  such  matters. 

No  doubt,  on  the  other  hand,  supposing  the  open  ditches 
to  be  retained,  something  might  be  done  to  improve  their 
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condition,  and  without  much  difficulty  or  expense.    It  ± 
possible  that  something  might  be  effected  towards  cleansing 
them,  by  laying  within  them  a  system  of  tile  drains,  com- 
municating with  the  lowest  outfall. 

With  reference  to  this  point,  however,  my  opportunities 
of  judging  were  not  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  offer  a  de- 
cided opinion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

m   T  '  T.  W.  Rammell. 

To  the  General  Board  of  Health, 
fyc.       Src.  §c. 
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